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may save others from the error, into which I so nearly fell, of overlooking the 
true nature of the injury; for, although the consequences of such an omission 
micrht not be very serious, the resulting deformity, however slight, would sooner 
orlater have proved an annoyance, and brought discredit on the medical art. 
It is, therefore, fortunate that the marked way in which my attention was drawn 
by the lad to the nature of his lesion prevented my being led astray by the re¬ 
collection of our ordinary surgical principles.” 

59. Foreign Body in the Rectum. — Pollack (Kaposvar), in the TT?-e?r. 
Med. Presse, 1869, No. 8, relates the case of a mendicant, 50 years old, who, 
in consequence of a foolish bet, allowed a champagne flask to be thrust through 
the anus into the rectum, where it was allowed to remain for twenty-six days; 
the patient, in the meantime, lying without proper care, in a stall partly hlled 
with straw, and suffering from the most excruciating pains in the abdomen. 
The bottom part of the flask could be felt just within the anus, and its mouth 
could be traced, through the abdominal parietes on the left side, and about the 
breadth of two fingers below the xyphoid process. Dr. P. and several of his 
colleagues failing, after repeated efforts, to extract the flask by means ot the 
fingers alone, it was suggested that a steel rod, with a lozenge-shaped point, 
be carried up along side the flask, within the anus, and a hole bored through 
the curve formed between the sides and neck of the flask ; through which hole 
a strong hook attached to a suitable handle was passed. By cautious Paction 
with the latter the flask was slowly removed. It measured in length 12j , in 
diameter, at its neck, 1" 2"', at its middle 2f", and at its bottom 2j . After 
the extraction of the flask the patient soon regained his ordinary health.—Geu- 
tralhlattf. d. Med. Wissenschaft., May, 1869, No. 25. D. t. B. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

60 Transitory Blindness in Acute Diseases. —Dr. Tolmatschew ( Jahrb. f. 
Kinderheilk., New Series, II.), to the few cases previously on record of the 
occurrence of transitory blindness in acute affections, adds the account 01 an¬ 
other observed by him. In a patient 12 years old, labouring under an attack 
of ileo-typhus, towards the end of the 4th week, with the return of peitect con¬ 
sciousness, it was observed that the patient had become so blind as to be una- 
ble to distinguish objects, possessing simply a slight ability to distinguish be¬ 
tween light and darkness. The blindness continued for some seven days alter 
which normal vision was gradually regained, but considerable time elapsed 
before the previous acuteness of vision returned. No mention is maoe of any 
special treatment having been entered upon in consequence of the blindness. 
No ophthalmoscopic examination of the eye appears to have been made. yf n ~ 
tralblattf. d. Med. Wissensclia/ten. 1869, No. 24. D. h. B. 

61. Cases of Syphilitic Affection of the Third Nerve producing Mydriasis 
with and ivithout Ptosis .—The cases communicated by Mr. Victor de Meric 
to the surgical section of the British Medical Association at its meeting in J uly 
last, were all clearly traceable to the syphilitic taint; they were five in number, 
and Mr. de M6ric related a sixth, where a syphilitic taint could not be made 
out, but where mercury acted very advantageously. From a survey °* these 
cases, it became evident that the prognosis is generally favourable, the malady 
being amenable to treatment, which, in these instances, had consisted m the 
administration of mercury or iodide of potassium—according to the stage o 
the disease—the use of the Calabar bean, and the electric current Medical 
literature had, from time to time been enriched with cases of this kind ; and 
these, coupled with Mr. de Mfcric’s cases—the details of which had been care¬ 
fully noted, and the diagnosis accurately laid down—proved that syphilis, 
besides occasionally causing disturbance in other portions of the nervous 
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system, may directly influence the functions of the motor oculi nerve. The 
author directed attention to the rarity of these cases, as he had collected but 
five during a special and private practice of 23 years. He was inclined to think 
that, in syphilitic affection of the third nerve, the sheath of the trunk or fila¬ 
ments principally suffered ; as tumours, clots, and abscesses, would not so easily 
have yielded to treatment. In the instance where mydriasis had existed without 
ptosis, he suspected, with some ophthalmologists—especially with Mr. Wharton 
Jones—that the sympathetic twigs were mostly at fault. Mr. de M6ric declared 
himself a believer in the action of remedies in general, and mercury in particu¬ 
lar, although scepticism was, just now, in great favour. He had freely used 
mercury or iodide of potassium in these cases—according to the period to 
which the syphilitic diathesis had arrived—and was ready to advise the same 
line of treatment in analogous affections. The cases proved, moreover, that 
the third pair may be the seat of a pathological change, due to syphilis, 
whether the latter be recent or inveterate, or whether the symptoms be of a 
trifling or a very serious kind.— Brit. Med. Journ., Nov. 6, 1869. 


MIDWIFERY. 

62. Uterine Hemorrhage after Labour.' —Dr. Barnes read before the Obste¬ 
trical Society of London, Nov. 3, 1869, a paper on this subject. He endea¬ 
voured to define the conditions on which arrest of hemorrhage after labour 
depended ; the action of the common remedies ; and the indications of particular 
remedies. The ordinary remedies excited contraction of the uterus ; this pre¬ 
supposed nerve-force enough to respond to excitation ; but, when this was ex¬ 
hausted, remedies failed. It became then necessary to seek a new power. This 
was found in styptics, like perchloride of iron, which coagulated the blood in 
the mouths of the open vessels, and corrugated the inner surface of the uterus. 
Ergot, compression of the uterus, and cold, should not be trusted if they failed 
to act quickly. If persevered in beyond this point, they did harm. Ergot and 
cold added to the depression; kneading might bruise the uterus ; all were apt 
to occasion puerperal fever. The perchloride had, in several cases, been fol¬ 
lowed by death when used for injecting nmvi; but this was essentially different 
from injecting the uterus. In liis practice, he had observed three orders of 
cases : in the first, all recovered well, the hemorrhage being immediately 
stopped. In the second series, recovery occurred, phlegmasia dolens super¬ 
vening ; but this was not usual after severe hemorrhage. In the third, death 
followed; but the patients were moribund when the remedy was applied. Here 
the remedy was transfusion. The practical lesson was not to persist too long 
in the use of cold, kneading, and other remedies, but to resort to the perchlo¬ 
ride -before collapse had set in. Dr. Barnes showed a convenient case, con¬ 
structed by Krohne and Sesemanu, containing a set of his dilators, a Higgin- 
son’s syringe with uterine tube, and a bottle for perchloride of iron. 

Dr. Rogers had used the perchloride of iron in five or six cases during the 
last fifteen years—always with success. He thought Dr. Barnes had omitted 
to mention galvanism. 

Dr. Cleveland referred to the difficulty of determining when the application 
of the ordinary means should cease, and of leaving the patient in order to 
prepare an injection. An India-rubber bottle attached to a small catheter was 
more easily used than Higginson’s syringe. He had seen vomiting do good on 
one or two occasions. He asked whether the use of stimulants was not open 
to objection. 

Dr. Wynn Williams had for a long time used the perchloride of iron, apply¬ 
ing it by means of a sponge to the interior of the uterus ; the sponge was left 
in the uterus with a string attached. 

Dr. Braxton Hicks said that there was much difference in the state of the 
interior of the uterus after the removal of the placenta. Sometimes the large 
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